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spokesman explained, “It took two to three years to be able to use and customize the
CAD software for DOS. Within one year we were able to use MicroGDS for most of
our business even without customizing it.”

The advantage of CAD software for Windows is that it has the same working
environment as word processing and other software. Ichiura use MicroGDS together
with Microsoft Office, valuing MicroGDS’s flexibility and taking advantage of its
OLE capabilities.

MicroGDS in action

In the process of making basic plans for actual designs, Ichiura use MicroGDS to
make plans for flats first. A group of these flats becomes one building. Then they
create an object describing the building. They decide how to combine those
buildings, or which way to put them on site plans. For further evaluation of a
building scheme, Ichiura produce bird’s eye view drawings and also make a 3-D
model and color it to see how balconies and other similar features look.

Future plans

Currently Ichiura  run 13 MicroGDS stations. They would like to install some 30
MicroGDS stations in the future, and get the best out of its 3-D features.
In the future, Ichiura want to link their offices by a network. “If all of our three
offices could work together by using a computer network, business meetings would
be more efficient and there would be a lot fewer business trips.”




